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Registration: 
 
This looks like a lot of steps.  It really isn’t.   

 

1. Go to the website www.silverpaddle.org 

2. Select “Get Registered” Button 

3. Select Option #1 “Register Online” You will be redirected to 

www.firstgiving.com/skc 

4. Select “Get Started” button 

5. Select “Silver Paddle Canoe Race” 

6. Verify “Register Online Now” button is marked and Select “Continue” 

7. Annotate quantity of Canoe Racer (one racer is needed for a boat of two 

scouts) 

8. Check that you have read and agree to waiver and Select “Continue” 

9. Enter your email address then Select “Continue” 

10. Enter your personal details, who you are registering, and check terms of 

service then Select “Continue” 

11. Select type of registration and size of T-Shirt then Select “Continue” 

12. You will need to make a decision here.  You can: 

a. Register as an individual.  This would be great for a family member 

who desires to raise funds for a scout or an individual donor or 

b. Register as a team.  This option is great for organizations that will 

sponsor more than one canoe.  Organizations such as fire 

brigades, police forces or churches might find this option more fun.  

Provide any recruits with this 
systematic instruction sheet for 

completing the registration process. 
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If you select this option, you will need to name your team and 

annotate the organization that you represent. 

13. Confirm your registration.  Copy or print the registration page.  You will 

receive email confirmation of your registration code. 

14. Select “Create Page” 

 

Webpage Creation: 

 

This part is very easy but critically important.  Create your page with your intent 

in mind.  Some sample verbiage for personal messages follows these 

instructions.   

 

1. Choose a web address.  Your name is usually the best choice. 

2. Title the page. 

3. Select a picture.  You can get clipart from the www.scouting.org.   A photo 

of a scouting event works wonders.  People want to see you and your 

kids. 

4. Set a fundraising target.  A minimum of $250  is expected for canoes. 

5. Create your personal message.  This element is critical for fund raising 

success.  People will want to know why you want them to donate.  If you 

are an adult volunteer, you can give a personal experience where scouting 

has made a difference.  If you are not, but support the Boy Scout mission, 

you can draw a correlation between Boy Scout values and your beliefs.  A 

police officer from Florida wrote, “You might wonder why a police officer from 

Hollywood Florida would sponsor a Scout event in Ohio.  That's easy to explain.  In my 

profession, I deal with people who have difficulty following rules. Oftentimes, I have found 

that offenders did not grow up in a positive environment.  They did not give or receive 

respect.  When I find an organization that is focused on creating a positive and supportive 

learning environment for young people, I support it.  That is why I am asking you to make 

a donation to the 3rd Annual Silver Paddle Canoe Race in Columbus, Ohio.  All proceeds 

from this event will go directly to the Simon Kenton Council of Boy Scouts of America.  

They will use a portion of the proceeds to replace aquatics gear for their outdoor 

programs.   Every kind of peaceful cooperation among men is primarily based on mutual 
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trust and only secondarily on institutions such as courts of justice and police. Albert 

Einstein.” 

6. Create a short thank you message in the box provided. 

7. Check the box to receive an email when someone donates to your page. 

8. Select update your page.  You can change your page at any time.  All you 

have to do is go to www.firstgiving.com and enter your account.  You can 

follow the menu to change any aspect of your page should the need arise. 

 

Tell people about your page: 

 

This is the fun part.  You can go through the firstgiving website to broadcast your 

website, but I have found the email they send often gets caught in spam filters.  

You will generate more interest by creating an email in your email editor and 

sending it as you normally send emails.  A sample solicitation email is attached.  

You are welcome to use it as you please.  Rack your brain.  Send the email to 

everyone who knows you.  Ask them to forward your link.   

 

Follow-up with Thank You notes and Reminders to Con tribute: 

 

When someone donates to your page, email a thank you note as soon as 

possible.  If they work with you, and your firm matches gifts, remind them to send 

their forms into council headquarters so their gift will expand.  If you are not sure 

if their employer matches, you can encourage them to inquire as to the benefit.  I 

have included two different thank you messages, one for known matches and the 

other for suspected, for your use.  Once again, ask them to forward the link to 

your website to others they know. 

 

You will want to solicit funds from people who have the means to contribute.  

They generally are very busy people.  Sometimes, they need to be reminded.  I 

have included a reminder message should you need to use it.  I send out 

reminders to everyone who has not donated after two weeks of my initial email.  

If they do not contribute, thank them for their consideration.  
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Enjoy the experience: 

 

Your willingness to read this far is a testament to your commitment.  This 

program will build a great summer event for our scouts.  Have you ever 

wondered who was a charter member of the “Race for the Cure?”  I have, and 

hope we can do something just a grand.   

 

Sample Language for Personal Messages and Emails 

 

The Scouting program makes a tremendous difference in my many lives.  As a Den Leader, I 

have witnessed the program's ability to have a positive effect on young people and adult leaders. 

On June 14th I am participating in the Silver Paddle Canoe Race to raise money for Scouting and 

I would like to ask for your help.  Your donation will help the 40,000 young people we serve by 

providing: first rate camping facilities, camp scholarships for needy Scouts, uniforms and 

handbooks for underprivileged youth, training materials for Scout Leaders, and professional 

support to our Scout units.  Please join me in making a difference in the lives of young people by 

making a secure donation to the Simon Kenton Council Boy Scouts of America through this 

website.  If you are interested in finding out more information about the race please visit 

www.silverpaddle.org.  Thank you in advance for your support every dollar counts from a 

$20 donation to a $1,000 contribution.  Thanks, Ric k 

 

Franklin D. Roosevelt once said, "We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can 

build our youth for the future."  Helping our youth prepare for the future is the reason I volunteer.   

Last year, many of you supported me in the second annual Silver Paddle Canoe race.  Because 

of your generosity, I was able to raise over $2000 for our local aquatics program and other 

council activities.  I thank you.  This year, I have accepted the position of volunteer committee 

chair for the event and once again request your support.  My aim is to help young men and 

women build self esteem and confidence in their abilities in a fun and supportive environment.  

Your support provides us with the funds to outfit our program so the kids have positive 

experiences.   

Thanks, 

 

Rick Ferguson 
3rd Annual Silver Paddle Canoe Race and Hike-A-Thon 
Chair, Volunteer Committee  


